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east along this parallel to the United 
States-Canada border; thence southerly 
and following that border until it again 
intersects the 43.5° parallel; thence east 
along this parallel to the 71st meridian; 
thence in a straight line to the inter-
section of the 69th meridian and the 
45th parallel; thence east along the 
45th parallel to the Atlantic Ocean. 
When any of the above lines pass 
through a city, the city shall be consid-
ered to be located in Zone I. (See Fig-
ure 1 of § 73.699.) 

(2) Zone II consists of that portion of 
the United States which is not located 
in either Zone I or Zone III, and Puerto 
Rico, Alaska, Hawaiian Islands and the 
Virgin Islands. 

(3) Zone III consists of that portion of 
the United States located south of a 
line, drawn on the United States Albers 
Equal Area Projection Map (based on 
standard parallels 29.50 and 45.50 North 
American datum), beginning at a point 
on the east coast of Georgia and the 
31st parallel and ending at the United 
States-Mexican border, consisting of 
arcs drawn with a 241.4 kilometer (150 
mile) radius to the north from the fol-
lowing specified points:

North latitude West lon-
gitude 

(a) .......................................... 29°40′00″ 83°24′00″
(b) .......................................... 30°07′00″ 84°12′00″
(c) ........................................... 30°31′00″ 86°30′00″
(d) .......................................... 30°48′00″ 87°58′30″
(e) .......................................... 30°00′00″ 90°38′30″
(f) ........................................... 30°04′30″ 93°19′00″
(g) .......................................... 29°46′00″ 95°05′00″
(h) .......................................... 28°43′00″ 96°39′30″
(i) ........................................... 27°52′30″ 97°32′00″

When any of the above arcs pass 
through a city, the city shall be consid-
ered to be located in Zone II. (See Fig-
ure 2 of § 73.699.) 

[28 FR 13660, Dec. 14, 1963, as amended at 33 
FR 15422, Oct. 17, 1968; 50 FR 23697, June 5, 
1985; 51 FR 44070, Dec. 8, 1986]

§ 73.610 Minimum distance separations 
between stations. 

(a) The provisions of this section re-
late to allotment separations and sta-
tion separations. Petitions to amend 
the Table of Allotments (§ 73.606(b)) 
(other than those also expressly re-
questing amendment of this section or 
§ 73.609) will be dismissed and all appli-
cations for new TV broadcast stations 

or for changes in the transmitter sites 
of existing stations will not be accept-
ed for filing if they fail to comply with 
the requirements specified in para-
graphs (b), (c) and (d) of this section.

NOTE: Licensees and permittees of tele-
vision broadcast stations which were oper-
ating on April 14, 1952 pursuant to one or 
more separations below those set forth in 
§ 73.610 may continue to so operate, but in no 
event may they further reduce the separa-
tions below the minimum. As the existing 
separations of such stations are increased, 
the new separations will become the required 
minimum separations until separations are 
reached which comply with the requirements 
of § 73.610. Thereafter, the provisions of said 
section shall be applicable.

(b) Minimum co-channel allotment 
and station separations: 

(1)

Zone 
Kilometers 

Channels 2–13 Channels 14–69

I .............. 272.7 (169.5 miles) 248.6 (154.5 miles) 
II ............. 304.9 (189.5 miles) 280.8 (174.5 miles) 
III ............ 353.2 (219.5 miles) 329.0 (204.5 miles) 

(2) The minimum co-channel distance 
separation between a station in one 
zone and a station in another zone 
shall be that of the zone requiring the 
lower separation. 

(c) Minimum allotment and station 
adjacent channel separations applica-
ble to all zones: 

(1) Channels 2–13 95.7 kilometers (59.5 
miles). Channels 14–69 87.7 kilometers 
(54.5 miles). 

(2) Due to the frequency spacing 
which exists between Channels 4 and 5, 
between Channels 6 and 7, and between 
Channels 13 and 14, the minimum adja-
cent channel separations specified 
above shall not be applicable to these 
pairs of channels (see § 73.603(a)). 

(d) In addition to the requirements of 
paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) of this sec-
tion, the minimum assignment and sta-
tion separations between stations on 
Channels 14–69, inclusive, as set forth 
in Table II of § 73.698 must be met in ei-
ther rule-making proceedings looking 
towards the amendment of the Table of 
Assignments (§ 73.606(b)) or in licensing 
proceedings. No channel listed in col-
umn (1) of Table II of § 73.698 will be as-
signed to any city, and no application 
for an authorization to operate on such 
a channel will be granted, unless the
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distance separations indicated at the 
top of columns (2) through (7), inclu-
sive, are met with respect to each of 
the channels listed in those columns 
and parallel with the channel in col-
umn (1). 

(e) The zone in which the transmitter 
of a television station is located or pro-
posed to be located determines the ap-
plicable rules with respect to co-chan-
nel distance separations where the 
transmitter is located in a different 
zone from that in which the channel to 
be employed is located. 

(f) The distances listed below apply 
only to allotments and assignments on 
Channel 6 (82–88 MHz). The Commission 
will not accept petitions to amend the 
Table of Allotments, applications for 
new stations, or applications to change 
the channel or location of existing as-
signments where the following min-
imum distances (between transmitter 
sites, in kilometers) from any FM 
Channel 253 allotment or assignment 
are not met:

MINIMUM DISTANCE SEPARATION FROM FM 
CHANNEL 253 (98.5 MHZ) 

Fm Class TV Zone I TV Zones II 
& III 

A ................................................ 17 22
B1 .............................................. 19 23
B ................................................ 22 26
C3 .............................................. 19 23
C2 .............................................. 22 26
C1 .............................................. 29 33
C ................................................ 36 41

(Secs. 4, 5, 303, 48 Stat., as amended, 1066, 
1068, 1082 (47 U.S.C. 154, 155, 303)) 

[28 FR 13660, Dec. 14, 1963, as amended at 37 
FR 25842, Dec. 5, 1972; 44 FR 65765, Nov. 15, 
1979; 47 FR 35990, Aug. 18, 1982; 50 FR 23698, 
June 5, 1985; 51 FR 44070, Dec. 8, 1986; 54 FR 
14964, Apr. 14, 1989; 54 FR 16368, Apr. 24, 1989; 
54 FR 35340, Aug. 25, 1989]

§ 73.611 Reference points and distance 
computations. 

(a) In considering petitions to amend 
the Table of Allotments (§ 73.606(b)), 
the following reference points shall be 
used by the Commission in determining 
assignment separations between com-
munities: 

(1) Where transmitter sites for the 
pertinent channels have been author-
ized in communities involved in a peti-
tion to amend the Table of Allotments, 

separations between such communities 
shall be determined by the distance be-
tween the coordinates of the author-
ized transmitter sites in the respective 
communities as set forth in the Com-
mission’s authorizations therefor. 

(2) Where an authorized transmitter 
site is available for use as a reference 
point in one community but not in the 
other for the pertinent channels, sepa-
rations shall be determined by the dis-
tance between the coordinates of the 
transmitter site as set forth in the 
FCC’s authorization therefor and the 
coordinates of the other community as 
set forth in the publication of the 
United States Department of the Inte-
rior entitled, Index to The National 
Atlas of the United States of America. If 
this publication does not contain the 
coordinates for said other community, 
the coordinates of the main post office 
thereof shall be used. 

(3) Where no authorized transmitter 
sites are available for use as reference 
points in both communities for the per-
tinent channels, the distance between 
the two communities listed in the 
above publication shall be used. If said 
publication does not contain such dis-
tance, the separation between the two 
communities shall be determined by 
the distance between the coordinates 
thereof as set forth in the publication. 
Where such coordinates are not con-
tained in the publication, the coordi-
nates of the main post offices of said 
communities shall be used. 

(4) Where the distance between the 
reference point in a community to 
which a channel is proposed to be as-
signed and the reference point in an-
other community or communities does 
not meet the minimum separation re-
quirements of § 73.610, the channel may 
be assigned to such community upon a 
showing that a transmitter site is 
available that would meet the min-
imum separation requirements of 
§ 73.610 and the minimum field strength 
requirements of § 73.685. In such cases, 
where a station is not authorized in the 
community or communities to which 
measurements from the proposed chan-
nel assignment must be made pursuant 
to § 73.610 a showing should also be 
made that the distance between suit-
able transmitter sites in such other 
community or communities and the
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